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After  2  years,  Katrina  needs  still 


Ed  Murphy's  memories 
come  stroM  and  hard  about 
this  time  of  year.  For  the  next 
few  days,  the  pastor  of 
Shoreline  Park  Church  in  Bay 
St.  Louis  will  be  thinking  back 
to  2005  when  Hurricane 
Katrina  —  one  of  the  largest, 
deadliest,  and  most  costly 
storms  in  U.S.  history  —  hit 
his  church  almost  dead  center. 

The  damage  was  massive, 
nearly  destroying  die  venerable 
house  of  wormp  and  displacing 
;ation  dial  numbered 
•ople  in  worship  ser- 


the  co^ 

vice  before  die  storm.  However,  ,  ^ 

die  diurdi  has  sprung  back  to  .n  ^ 

life  over  die  past  two  years  with 

a  repaired,  refurbished  worship  ^  ^ 

center  and  the  acquisition  of  = 

adjoining  property  diat  came  up 
for  sale  after  the  hurricane. 

Shoaeline  Park  Church  is  on  i™*— 

the  road  to  recovery,  ^t  there's 

a  larger  story  at  work  there  of  xxa  pl^  tpDetaicen  tjy  ponawwsg^,  a  retwwpMK 
commitment  to  their  communi-  horricay  suppite  collec^  i*^***^ 

ty  and  the  spiritual  fruit  that  has  Wagner,  ^1^  of  at  Oiurch.  is 

crmwn  bv  m^ne  th^  n^s  of  urUeefi  who  have  Committed  to  Hurricane  Katrina  relief 
and  ^pirate  in  Soon  lavaged  *e  Ml«if^ipi  CuK  C««  in  Augual  20^^ 
die  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

"We  continue  to  remodel  the  build-  The  results  have  been  tremendous,  he 
ings  at  the  church,  but  our  first  priority  said.  "A  lot  of  people  have  said,  'If  it 
has  always  been  to  the  needs  of  the  com-  weren't  for  the  churches,  we  wouldn't 
munity,"  said  Murphy,  who  has  pastured  have  made  it.  The  relief  effort  Baptists 
the  church  for  nine  years.  have  made  here  in  Bay  St.  Louis  has 

Hurricane  debris  had  hardly  been  made  the  difference.'" 
pushed  aside  before  Shoreline  Park  At  Shoreline  Park  Church,  there  have 

Church,  with  the  invaluable  assistance  of  been  three  baptisms  and  five  others  have 
Baptist  volunteers  from  other  parts  of  joined  the  church  in  just  the  past  two 
MiMissippi  and  around  the  country,  had  weeks.  Worship  service  attendance  is  up  to 
opened  a  "camp"  in  the  shattered  dhurch  about  110  people  each  week, 
buildings  for  the  scores  of  volunteers  who  "We  always  emphasize  to  the  volun- 

would  arrive  on  teers,  'You're  the  hands  and  feet  of 
the  Mississippi  Jesus.'  They  take  that  seriously.  It's  not 
Gulf  Coast  over  unusual  to  visit  a  work  site  and  see  the 
the  next  two  years,  volunteers  praying  over  the  site  and  the 
The  camp  can  work  they  are  doing,  that  Jesus  would 
feed  and  house  receive  all  the  honor  and  glory." 
over  100  volun-  Mi^hy  said  he  sometimes  wondered 
teers  each  week.  why  God  called  him  to  pastor  a  coastal 
"The  volun-  church.  "I  don't  particularly  like  the 
teers  who  have  beach,"  he  pointed  out. 
come  have  taken  'The  picture  came  into  clear  focus  after 
every  opportunity  the  hurricane,  however,  as  God  opened 
to  share  the  opportunities  for  him  and  his  church  to 
Gospel  with  minister  through  the  disaster  to  a  sur- 
members  of  our  rounding  community  that  was  largely 
community,  unchurched  or  only  marginally  involved 
Together  with  the  in  practicing  their  faith, 
volunteers  and  Murphy,  a  construction  worker  before 
churches  who  entering  the  ministry,  has  joined  the 
have  sent  money,  knowledge  and  skills  ne  acquired  in  his 
we  are  building  il  former  jcm  with  his  passion  for  winning 
homes  for  mem-  people  to  Jesus.  The  result  has  been  one 
bers  of  the  com-  of  the  largest  volunteer  relief  and 
munity.  We  want  response  operations  on  the  Mississippi 
the  community  to  Gulf  Coast. 

know  that  they  "There  is  still  so  much  work  to  be 

come  first,’'  done.  We're  committed  to  keeping  the 
Murphy  said.  camp  open  through  2008.  As  long  as  peo- 
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HURRICANE  KATRINA 

Tioo  years  later. . . 


knew? 


spirituality  ranked  high  among 
the  young  people  turvc)^.  More 
than  half  said  religion  and  spiritu¬ 
ality  %vere  eid>er  ''very  important" 
or  "the  single  most  important" 
aspect  of  dwir  lives. 

There  were  some  troubling 
aspects  of  the  survey,  too. 
Coiwiderably  fewer  minority 
young  pecmle  reported  being 
happy  with  their  lives,  with 
Hispanic  young  people  more  pes¬ 
simistic  about  liarainess  than 
African-Americans.  Forty  percent 
of  young  people  who  said  they 
ctMisumed  alcMiol  widiin  the  last 


There's  an  old  pop  song,  the  theme 
of  which  is  expressed  repeatedly 
in  the  refrain:  "Money  can't  buy 
me  love."  Apparently,  that's  still  true 
among  young  people  today. 

WMe  the  mass  media  portray  Americsn 


Editor's 

Notebook 


ripping  for  the  latest  Girte  Gone 
0^  out's  apparently  not  a  true  pk^ 
uie  of  a  lam  majority  of  theos.  ^ 

According  to  an  extensive  J  ^  \ 
survey  recently  conducted  V 
iointly  by  Associated  Press  and  P 
MTV  network  —  certoinly  not 
known  as  bastions  of  conser-  , 

vatism  and  family  values  —  J 

upending  time  with  fkmily  was 
me  hm  answer  to  the  queriion, 

"What  makes  yon  hapf^?" 

The  next  highest  response  to 
that  question  was  spending 
time  with  friends,  follow^  W 
spending  time  with  a  "sinun- 
cant  odier."  Neariy  75%  m  du 
young  people  surveyed  also 
said  ^r  relationahip  widi  their 
parents  makes  them  hu>py. 

"They're  my  foundation,*  said 
17-yeiur-old  Queens,  N.Y,  hi^ 
schooler  Kristiana  St  John,  of  her  pssenb, 
in  an  Associated  Press  article  on  the  survey  Well,  what 
results.  "My  mom  makes  me  feel  that  even  makes  young 
if  I  do  somediing  stupid,  she's  still  going  to  tually  every 
love  me  no  matter  what  Just  kno%vmg  dut  movie  portray 
makes  me  very  happy  and  blessed."  anytime,  any% 

Who  knew?  That's  certainly  not  Not  necessa 
the  message  parents  are  getting  from  the  that  young  p« 
culture.  Could  there  be  a  disconnect  age  find  sex  lei 
between  what  the  Hollywood  types  are  youngpeoplei 
tellingusand  what  is  actually  the  truth?  to  momently  t 
Money  is  apparcndy  not  dut  impor-  "Overwheli 
tant  to  young  people,  either.  "lAjlmost  diink  marriagi 
no  one  said  ^money'  when  asked  what  and  want  to  e 
makes  them  happy...,"  the  Associated  Associated  Pi 
Press  article  reported.  also  want  to  h 


!v  I  seven  days  said  tney  were  nappy 
7  I  wiA  dwmselves  —  but  68%  of 
f  I  dtose  who  didn't  drink  described 
^sJ  diemselves  as  happy. 

Overall,  the  Associated 
Press/MTV  survey  should  be 
encouraging  to  parents  struggling 
to  raise  decent,  Godly  young  people 
in  a  polluted  American  soci^.  If  die 
survey  proves  anydiing,  it  proves 
that  many  of  the  people  in  the 
I  movie,  televiakwi,  and  music  indus- 
I  tries  —  both  behind  die  camera  and 

^ _ I  in  front  of  it  —  are  at  best  out  of 

tou^  and  at  worst  sociopadiic. 

The  survey  also  implies  that  young  peo¬ 
ple  desire  to  be  happy  in  life  and  want  to 
do  what  is  rig^t  to  achieve  that  happiness. 
As  Qiristians,  we  have  received  immea¬ 
surable  )oy  trough  our  relationship  with 
our  Lord  and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ.  That 
must  be  our  message  to  young  people 
growing  ^  in  such  a  toxic  cultural  envi¬ 
ronment:  Tneir  hope  to  ultimate  happiness 
can  only  be  found  in  Jesus. 

The  hour  is  short  and  the  war  is  brutal, 
but  we  have  a  whole  generation  to  save 
from  the  dark  forces  ot  hopelessness  that 
surround  them.  They  are  looking  to  us. 
Are  we  up  to  the  task? 


WilliamR 
Pefldiis  Jc. 
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The  divide  between  work¬ 
ing  and  stay-at-h(Mne 
mothers  has  always  been 
over4iyped. 

The  term  "mommy  wars" 
doesn't  really  describe  die  way 
modiers  relate  to  one  another, 
bi  fact  it  never  created  the  stir 
feminists  expected  and  serves 
mosriy  as  a  debate  topic  for 
momuig  television.  All  parents 
in  a  community  strive  to  kem 
up  with  dieir  kids'  bu^  sched¬ 
ules,  vid  the  name  of  the  game 
not  war. 
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What  mothers 
really  want 

ByPenna  Dexter 
Dellas 


into  things  they  think  all 
women  need,  such  as  govern¬ 
ment  day  care  and  paid  family 
leave,  but  mothers  who  spend 

is  cooperation  —  not  war.  at  least  part  of  the  day  at  home 

Some  new  statistics  show  time  empfoyment  to  full-tinie  Many  companies  are  respcmd-  widi  dieir  children  don't  need 
that  the  preferences  of  work  or  no  work.  The  appeal  of  ing  to  the  mommy  brain  drain  diese  things  and  most  taxpay- 
employed  modms  and  those  part-time  employment  crosses  ^  implementing  part-time  and  ers  don't  want  to  pay  for  diem. 

stay  home  full  time  are  not  income  and  education  divides,  flex-time  schedules  and  gener-  -  All  modiers  do  not  want  the 
all  that  different  and  that  the  The  proportion  of  mothers  who  ous  leave  policies,  but  di^atest  same  woric/home  balance.  It's 
gap  between  dim  is  dosiiw.  A  see  woridng  part  time  as  their  stats  show  that  diese  change  a  rare  modver  who  can  "have  it 
recent  study  by  die  ^w  best  option  has  jumped  12%  in  have  not  caught  up  widi  die  all"  without  feeling  exhausted 
Research  Center  reveab  that  rel-  die  last  10  years.  demand  for  part-time  work.  and  emotionally  conflicted, 

atively  few  enq^cwed  mothers  Ellen  GaUnsky,  president  of  In  addition,  mothers  udio  stay  One  more  finding  from  die  Pew 
(21%)  report  a  prekrenoe  for  a  the  New  York-based  research  home  are  increasingly  happy  study  pinpoints  die  reality  dud 
40-hour-phj8  werii.  Sixteen  pei^  group  Families  and  Work  widi  that  situation,  ren  years  most  feminists  ignore  —  only 
cent  of  my-at-home  moms  say  mstitute,  attributes  this  change  ago,  39%  of  at-home  immiers  10%  of  modiers  surveyed  who 
Ih^d  like  to  work  full  time,  to  die  entrance  of  Generation  X  sim  not  working  was  the  best  work  full  time  gave  diemselves 
down  from  24%  a  decade  ago.  into  the  picture.  Gcn-Xers,  she  option  for  them.  Today,  48%  say  die  highest  rating  as  a  parent. 

Half  of  all  moms  would  said,  "are  more  family-centric"  sa  The  gocxl  economy  is  a  factor  Children  neM  time,  and 
ditto  out  of  die  workforce  alto-  dian  boomers  are  —  but  there's  here.  Wrai  4.6%  unemployiiient  modiers  know  it. 

gemer  if  they  could,  and  even  more  to  the  story.  businesses  are  scramblmg  to  - 

highly  paid  women  are  leaving  Even  though  60%  of  devise  plans  to  draw  modiers  Dexter  is  a  board  of  trustee  mem- 

the  workforce  to  vend  more  employed  mothers  find  part-  back  into  the  workforce.  ber  urith  the  Soudiertt  EMcs 

time  with  their  families.-  time  work  more  appealing  dian  This  dioioe  in  favor  of  moth-  &  Migious  liberty  Comndmoti  in 

The  real  stoiy  in  the  Pew  eidier  full-time  work  or  no  ering  at  home  still  scares  some  Naskmile,  a  conservative  ddivist 
study  is  mothers^  preference  for  work,  labor  statistics  show  diat  modem  feminists.  Brandeis  and  an  anrtouncer  on  tite  syndkaied 
pafMime  work.  Sixty  percent  of  only  24%  of  those  women  actu-  University  Professor  Linds  radio  program,  on  dir  Une 
emfdoyed  modiers  prefer  part-  ally  have  part-time  hours.  Hirshman,  in  her  2006  book,  (wwwJ^^dielme.com). 
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Koreans  pray,  hold  hope  for  kidnapped 


GYEONGGI  PROVINCE, 

KofM  (BP)  —  "I  spend  one  day 
in  heaven  and  one  day  in  hril.  I 
am  constantly  shuttling 
between  dwse  two  places." 

Mrs.  Chey  Pok  Lee  wipes  her 
eyes  as  she  describes  the  agony 
of  waiting  for  nesvs  of  her  3^ 
year-old  son  Chong  Hee  Chey, 
one  of  the  19  Kor^  hostages 
still  being  held  by  Taliban  tmli* 
tants  in  Mghanistan. 

Chey,  an  overseas  marketing 
agent  a  Korean  electronics 
company  baaed  in  Seoul,  has 
been  on  previous  humanitarian 
aid  trips,  to  Hukey  in  2006  and 
India  m  2005.  He  also  has  taught 
English  to  Korean  students  in  an 
English  language  institute. 

m  went  to  Afghanistan  as 
an  interpreter  for  doctors  and 
nurses  on  the  23-member 
Korean  team  diat  was  taken 
hostage  on  July  19. 

He  went  to  Af^tanistan  just 
to  play  with  the  children.  ^'He 
learned  magic  so  duit  he  could 
entertain  me  Afghani  chil¬ 
dren,"  his  mother  said,  "lit 
also  left  Seoul  loaded  wid\  toys, 
books,  and  other  things  duit  he 
thought  the  children  might 
need  and  enjoy."  ly  members  of  the  remainini 

Lee's  greatest  fear  is  that  her  hostages  meet^  daily  in  a,sii^l 
son  will  be  executed  by  his 
Taliban  captors.  Chey  is  one  of 
Eve  men  who  were  in  the  group, 
two  of  whom  —  42-year-oId 
Hyung  Kyu  Bae  and  29-year-old 
Sung  Min  Shim  —  have  been 
executed  by  the  Taliban. 

Bae  was  an  associate  pastor 
of  Saemmul  Presbyterian 
Chur^  just  south  of  Seoul,  and 
Shim  worked  with  handi- 
capp<^  students. 

'nhose  of  us  with  sons  are 
more  anxious  than  those  with 
daughters,"  Lee  said,  her  voice 
breudiv.  "It  seems  that  when 
the  Taliban  chooses  to  execute  a 
hostage,  they  choose  a  man 
rather  dian  a  woman." 

Throughout  the  three-week 
ordeal,  Lee  has  spent  many 
sleepless  ni^ts  and  lost  nearly 
15  pounds.  She  and  other  fami- 
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WAITING,  PRAYING  —  In  a  special  room  at  their  church  near  Seoul,  South  Korea,  family  members 
of  Ihe  19  Koreans  still  held  hostage  by  the  Taliban  in  A^hanistan  gather  for  prayer,  mutual  support,  and 
news  updates.  (BP  photo  by  Ann  Lovell) 


the  two  are  scheduled  to  return  explained.  "The  nation  of  Korea 
to  Seoul  as  soon  as  possible.  received  uncorvlitional  love  and 
The  team  of  volunteer  assistance  from  numerous 
healthcare  workers  and  teach-  nations  atourKl  the  world  when 
ers  are  all  members  of  Saemmul  we  were  wrecked  by  war  nsore 
Presbyterian  Church,  whose  than  50  years  ago.  Beause  of  this, 
name  in  English  translates  to  our  debt  of  love  extends  beyond 
"spring  water."  Twenty-three  race,  religion  atvl  borders.  It  was 
young  men  and  womeiv  mostly  the  prayer  of  this  team  and  of  our 
in  thdr  20s  and  30s,  left  Seoul  churdi  that  dw  children  in 
on  July  13  to  assist  other  Afghanistan  would  leam  from  us 
Christian  workers  with  human-  how  to  grow  and  act  in  love." 
itarian  aid,  primarily  among  Eun  Jo  Park  is  senior  pastor 
Afghani  orphans  in  Kandahar.  of  Saemmul.  Park  has  been  crit- 
reasons.  Some  pray,  utners  TalitMn  militants  kidnapped  icized  for  allowirw  the  trip  to 
read  Scripture.  Many  watch  the  the  group  on  July  19  as  dtey  proceed  in  smte  of^  poten^l 
TV  screen  that  has  been  travded  aboard  a  bus  in  the  dangers.  Hehas  publicly  apolo- 
installed  to  provide  up-to-^e-  Ghazni  proviiKe  of  Af^nistan.  gized  on  two  separate  occasions 
minute  news.  Sharing  the  love  of  God  and  has  Uken  responsibility  for 

Thimkfully,  the  two  women,  cross-culturally  is  not  new  to  die  deaths  of  ^  and  Shiin. 

Ji  Na  Kim,  32,  and  Kyimg  la  Saemmul  Presbyterian.  Sitting  on  the  floor  widi  ^ 

Kim,  37,  were  released  to  the  Currentiy,  die  church  sponsors  families  of  the  hostages,  he 
Red  Crou  a  fw  hours  later.  47  Christian  workers  in  14  whispers,  "I  know  that  d)^g 
After  a  medical  examination  at  countries.  For  the  last  five  years,  for  the  Lord  is  noble  and  diat 
a  Korean  air  base  near  Kabul,  seven  of  those  have  been  based  these  men  will  be  rewarded  in 

in  Afghanistan.  Three  of  the  heaven  for  their  sacrifice,  but  to 
-  I  seven  are  among  ^  hostages.  actually  lose  two  friends  was 

I  "These  yoimg  men  and  something  that  was  unexpected 
I  women  went  to  Afghanistan  and  for  which  I  was  unpre- 

‘  '  >ared.  To  see  it  happen  has 

een  very,  very  difficult." 


OCEAN  GROVEr  N.J.  (BP)  —  Those  who  believe  homosexual 
maniaae  would  have  no  ImpiKt  on  religious  freedoms  may  waiti 
to  take  a  look  at  New  Jersey,  where  die  state  is  investigating  a 
United  Methodist  retreat  center  —  similar  to  Southern  Baptists' 
LifeWey  oonlerenoe  centers  —  that  prohibited  a  lesbim  couple 

from  um  one  of  its  facilities  for  a  dvfl  union  ceremony.  The  ques¬ 
tion  is  ifdiether  the  nonprofit  Ocean  Grove  Camp  Marang 
Association  —  an  ocean-front  retreat-type  miitistry  owned  and 
oparaladby  mambacs  of  the  Untied  Memcxlist  Church — violated 
dwMIe's  mtiHlisctimination  law.  Once  rebuffed, 

Harriet  Benwtein  and  Luiaa  Paalei;  fUad  a  complaint  with  the 
etale's  dvil  rights  office.  The  Ocean  Grove  center  owns  one  square 

mile  of  property  and  aeveral  facllltirK  alffiough  ^5**  ^  ***■ 
ter  of  die  controversy  is  the  Boudwalk  Pavifion,  a  building  lo^- 
ed  on  scenic  prwerty  overlooking  the  Atlantic  Oossit  A  woefii4> 
service  Is  held  ttm  every  Sunday  montiM  during  the  sumay. 

AUowkig  the  lesbian  women  b  uae  the  facliity  for  a  oereniom  ttw 

lawauitaayi^  would  have  violated  die  ministry's  "reUginus 
as  lefiecS^in  the  United  Methodist  Book  of  Discipline  and  the 
Holy  BiWe."  Lae  Moore;  a  Rwkesman  for  New  Jersey  Attorney 

GaiM  Anne  Mi^ein,  said  the  lawsuit  was  "piemi^ 
findtofiomthe^rvestimtion  have  yet  to  Ire  relesyd,  Tire  Nyr 
York  ifanss  letMTttd  the  case  is  Ooam  Gnot  Camp  Mettiitg 
tiSuM  MMM  Qmdi  n  J.  Frank  Vmpa-Ptpdn. 


The  State  of  MiMissippi  presents  a  check  for  $1,000,000  to  close  the 
book  on  the  sale  of  proper^  of  Baptiat-affiliated  junior  college  Clarke 
College  in  Newton.  The  school  closed  permanently  in  1992. 


The  Miaaiaaippi  Baptist  Conventkm  Board  approves  $5.7  million  to 
expand  Gulfshcw  Assembly  in  Pass  Christian,  adding  160  beds,  doubling 
the  cafeteria  serving  and  seating  capacity,  and  building  a  staff  houaing  cen¬ 
ter  that  would  doimle  as  a  mini-conference  center  during  the  ott-aeaacm. 


Thirty-two  boys  and  girls  from  the  membership  of  First  Church, 
Senatobia,  form  a  marching  band  for  the  church's  Vacation  Bible 
ScIkx)!,  leading  the  VBS  parade  playing  Onward,  Chriatian  Soldiers. 


August  23, 2007 


The  Baphst  Rkxnu) 


iMtd  and  pcopte  group*  all 
•found  the  No  one 

church  can  do  it  alone,  but 
working  together  w«»derful 


day  go  by  that  I  do  not  eat  some 
peamita.1  leoendy  read  that  the 
mondi  of  Marat  b  national 
peanut  month.  While  I  miaeed 
mat  oelebtation,  I  try  to  include 
the  |oy  of  peanuts  m  my  daily 
life.  The  average  American 
household  oonaumes  six  pounds 
of  peanut  butler  annui^.  For 


Christ 


Jim  Fmtrml,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Reqiiicsls^ 
Honor  of 
Your 


%vho  tries  to  make  up  for  your  es?  Big  things  bnin  to  happen 
^loitage.  Here  in  Mississippi  from  fide  b^innmA 
tftere.hs0  been  a  surge  in  grow-  It  is  certfiitly  orue  in  our 
iiw  pesnuts.  bt  2002,  there  were  work  for  the  Lord.  I  think  about 
bnween  ttvo  and  three  thou-  Missiasippi  Baptists.  Over  200 
sand  acres  of  pesnuts  planted  years  a^,  the  first  litde  gatl^ 
but  in  2006^  thm  %vere  approxi-  tng  of  a  congregation  started  tM 
matrty  16,000  acres  punted,  first  Baptim  dturoh  down  in 
Miiwissiriri  is  becoming  a  msior  soudtwest  Mississippi.  Seven 
pevnit-producing  state  and  tor  people  got  together  one  Sunday 
mat  I  am  grateful.  aftenuxin  down  at  Cole's  Creek 

As  I  resd  about  the  increasing  and  started  die  first  diurch. 
production  of  peanuts  in  They  met  out  of  a  need  for  God 
Missiasippt  I  started  thinking  and  a  desire  to  serve  Him.  but 
dxMit  dw  small  little  nut  whioi  ^^dio  among  them  could  have 
is  actually  a  legume  — more  of  a  everimagined  what  God  would 
bean  product  I  Hkn^  aboirt  do  from  diose  small  beginnings? 
what  a  significant  thing  one  m-  It  seems  to  me  that  eve^  week 
tie  nut  can  da  I  was  reminded  we  should  be  reminded  of  the 
that  big  things  come  from  little  big  diings  diat  can  come  fnm 
beginnings,  w't  it  amazing  dut  linw  b^innings.  That  child 
one  of  diose  litde  peanuts  may  trusting pesusasnis Savior  is  no 
not  look  like  mudi  but  when  insignmamt  diiiw.  That  young 
you  put  several  of  diem  tooedi-  person  seeking  God's  will  in  a 


You  Can  Rbstond 
RightNowI 

Sitt^  share  the  following  pna^er 
ufim  God  in  your  own  wow: 

1.  Lord,  1  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  hove  ahmad.) 

2.  I  want  foigiveness  for  my 
sins  and  fieeoom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  die  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(7  beJfeoe  in  Jeene.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationdiip  with  Him.  (7 
receive  Ckriet  a»  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  tiuDW  08  reoemd  Mm, 
to  them  he gave  mr  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  duse  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


Hu^Maitliv 


noon  coverad  didi  dinner 


RiteWav  Bus  Sales 


tor,  who  has  seiWl 

churches  in  Louisiana  ^ 

and  Arkansas  and  is  a 

giaduate  of  New  Orieans 

Seminary.  The  church  has 

called  Jonathan  Denton 

as  studmt  pastor;  he  is  a 

recent  graduate  of  New 

Orleans  Seminars  The 

church  has  also  balM  New  Stdf  M  Hwt  O— dt,  Wcaywe 

Joseph  Luby  as  ddldren's  - 

pastor;  Lid^  is  a  recent  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Soudiweslem  Semmary.  FaMi  Churdi,  Hickoiy  Hai 

has  called  lohn  Box  as  pastor 
efteedvejufy  1.  He  comes  from 
Grace  Cnuidi,  Pleasmt  View, 
Ibnn.,  and  is  shown  widi  his 
wile  Kimberly  and  son  Hayden. 


H  at;  Smtiley,  11  a.mv  followed 
services;  Mon.-WhdU  7  p  jat;  Rldceji 
music;  Lowed  Johnson,  pastor. 


loai,  has  called  Gary  Bunch  as 
psetor  efieedve  June  10.  He  pas- 
tored  Woodville  Church, 


Onuch, 
Woodvilfo  and  comes  widi  wile 
Connie.  They  have  three  sons: 
Daniel,  Andrew,  and  Jonathan. 


RMBdMi,  MS  39157 

1.8008443254 

001.9573841 


Mdttheix  10 


VMiatItelycxj  inthe  darlness.  speak  in  the  light  and 


ear  proclaim  upon  ihe 


/Sugust  23.  2007 
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BSU  WEEKLY 
PIHG  SCHEDULES 


All  Events  are  in  the  BSU  CENTERS 
unless  otherwise  notad. 


UNIVf^  OF  MBSiSim 

IroiilMMpFi  IronT  Nl  OisdpaFlIp  Groups 

lar.  Wed.  Thun.  Sun 

-  lues.  7.G0 pjn. 

-  Fn.  7 


NOimilAST  MHSSISSIPPI 


Missis^ipn 


6:00  pm 

t2:0t  LunctVDtvotion  -  Thurs.  ncxxi 
\Mb6  sMe:  w«vw.usfn.e<fu/lMU 


^4lORTHWEST  MISSISSIPPI 


\imJAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY 

Campus  Link  -  Mon.  8*30  pm. 

Studem  ConfererKe  Center 
Prayer  Breakfast  -  Wed.  9  i  5  a  m 
Mority  Lunch  -  Thurs.  1 1  45  a  m 
Student  Conference  Center 


Wonti^-IUes.  7:00  p  m 
iu^incounier 
Thia.  1 1:00  a  m 

-KlNmair  -  late  Night  Bible  Study 
.  Thtxs,*T8A 


WCU  COAST  CAMPUS; 

X /Noonday  Lunch  <i  Worship 

Tues.  roon.  Rm  1 04 


WDnWp  -  Moa  8:31  p-in.  ^ 

Lunch  4  DauoBon  -  noon 
■Me  ShMV  Mmi  -  lues/Thurs.  8:00  p.m 
■MeHu^torG^min-Tued^Thurs. 

8D0  p.m 


m  -IMHrfoneNh  Mirth* 7)00  pj 

etMBe  -mekThin^Fn 

8*00  - 10:00  a-rn..  Oh^Ml  on  canipui 


COMMUMTY  COLLEGE 
WbraMp  4  MmI  -  Mon.  7:00  p  m 
Noonday  DeeoGon  -  Tuo.  noon 
BMe  Shidy  -  lues.  9  00  p.m. 

NoomMy  Lunch  4  OevoGon  -  Wed  noon 


IMPACT 

ro'ip  moplO! 


liMP/Ul 

'ioLr^S'V'cn  i>\ 


ISSl  I  S  I  \(  IN(,  l’\SI()KS 

IN  nil. 2IM  ( i  Nii  in 


4th  Annual  Senior  Adult  Evangelism  Rally 

Emmanuel  Baptist  Church,  Grenada  _ 


Gmlf  Sdft  Ala.;  tonaultaiil 
Mlasouii  Convcntiai 
Fa  leader.  ^dm^Bounte 

Bobby  ShowayfagneraBiM 
adakcoarnibam 


A  presentation  and  dialogue  sponsored  by 

•  Pastor/Leadership  Development  Dept.  (MBCB) 

•  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 

•  Our  Three  Mississippi  Baptist  Colleges 


October  1  -  Blue  Mountain  College 
October  22  -  WIlUam  Carey  University 
October  23  ->  Mississippi  College 
Time  (all  locations):  9  a.m.  -  1  p.m. 


Lunch  provided  by  the  Pastor/Leadership  Development  Department 
Register  by  contacting  Kay  McDonnell  at  601-292-330S, 

Fax  601-714-7426 
or  kmcdonnell@mbcb.org. 


lanuary  22,  2008,  8  - 

11:45  a.m. 

Fa  mat  info 

-1- 

PREACHER 

John  Avant 

Pastor,  FBC 

West  Monroe,  La. 

MUSIC 

lUissell  Newport 
Sprin^ill,  Mo. 

cauaa  the 
DudfkMpand 
Family  Minhoy 
Depuiment 
601-292-3373  a 
1-800-748-1651 

P 

tt 

1 1 :  ^ 

'  r.\  i  - 

'  k  ^ 

YOUTH  MINISTER'S 
RETREAT 


MXK(  youlk  MOTliyMCXL  MStRVXTIONJ  WITH 

LXK€  TlXK  OKHXTX 
1-S8S-845-6151 

For  mon  inh,  contact  iho  Di$cipk$hip  A 
Family  AMnistry  Dopartmant 
601292-3263,  1-800-748-1651 
or  rodwords&mbcb.org 


National 

wMu 


itceaok  Stiato^  Tour. 

DmJofmg  True  Acte  1:8  CimrJtee 


Missions 

Event 


UOY 


Immanuel 

Baptist 

Church 


Little  Rock, 
Arkansas 


Oct.  17-20 


For  more 
information 
visit 

www.wmu.com. 


for  Fasfcf 

,V1ir'ir,if-r FfJutaiior 
Fijnd.iy  ><  h(  »oi  Dirf.'f  fof', 
CvLiirecV  (3ife(  t(;fs 

Di'.f  if)te',hi( )  Friininq 

Difet  N/lissions 
If-,  trier ,  inrl  .invone 
,n:eresierJ  m  le.irninr) 
more  r!tK)ut  these 
i;rrrMfh  frxjl'. 


For  more  information,  contact  the  Sunday  School 
Department  at  I  ^00-748- 1 65 1 ,  ext  29 1 ,  or  in  Jackson 
at  60 1 -292-329 1 ,  or  E-mall  cday^mbcborg 


m  •  FAITH  upOMu 

Dean  Abernathy 

UfeWay  Church 
Resources 

*  Share  Jesus 
Without  Fear 
Glenn  Shows 

Discipleship  and  Family 
Ministry  Dept.,  MBCB 

Don  Hicks 

Discipleship  and  Family 
Ministry  Dept  ,  MBCB 

•  One- Won-  I 

PJ.  Scott.  Pastor  Emeritus 
FBC  Olive  Branch 

Mike  Aultman,  Pastor. 
Military  Baptist  Church 
Sumrall 


•  CROW 

John  Clendinning 

Sunday  School  Department 
MBCB 


Time  and 
Place 

6:30-8:30  p.m. 

(time  for  two 
vvorkshops) 

October  8 

Crossgates  BC 
Brandon 

October  9 

FBC,  Pontotoc 

October  1 1 

FBC,  Summit 


FALL  CHAPLAINS’  TRAINING 

“Ministering  to  our  Troops  -  Pre-  and  Po>t-Deplovment‘' 


September  14,  2007 

^30  a.m.  -  3:30  p.m. 

Misisissippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  Skyrexjm 
515  Mississippi  St.,  Jackson,  MS 


State  Chaplain,  Mis^ssippi  National  Guard 


This  traininj.»  is  for  all  full-time  and  volunteer  c  haplains,  pastors, 
and  those  intere.sted  in  mini.sterinj'  to  our  troops  and  their  tamilies 

Cost  of  conference  is  $5 
Lunch  will  be  provided. 

To  register,  call  Carol  Wright,  Men’s  Ministry  Department: 
1-800-748-1651  or  601-292-3334  or  E-Mail;  cwright®mbcb.org 
Sp>onsored  by  Mississippi  Baptist  Chaplains’  A.sscKiation  in  ccx>perati(m 
with  Men’s  Ministry  Dept.,  MBCB. 


uni^af 


August  24  -  September  6,  2007 


•  PO.  Box  530  ■  Jackson.  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerUne  1-000-707*7729  IFRAVI 


"‘AiV  make  a  Liy/in^  What  \v¥  ^et.  ^We  make  a  Life  b}f  y^kat  ^<Ve. 
'Qd  promises  a  safe  lartbin^,  not  a  calm  passage.  If  Qci  brings  ^ou  to 
it,  4ie  Will  brin^  through  it' 

'from  '"The  "T^se'  sent  bu  5am  'forrest 


b&t- 

has 


Flake’s  Formula 


Milui.h  Si  liiioi  f  1 4  lit  (  swtii  (<»«;;  iii;i)i  (i 


Saturday 

September  15,  2007 

First  Baptist  Church,  Winona 
Schedule:  9  a.ni.  to  noon 

Coafmnoes  wiU  be  ofimd 

Preschool  Leadership  Children’s  Leadership 
Student  Leadership  Younger  Adult  Leadership 
Older  Adult  Leadership  General  Officers/Pastors 


K-  \ n  '  S|)i  ..I- 


liiniiiN  l>i'a|)ii* 


Program  Personalities 


Magee.  Miss. 

Retired  School  Librarian 
arxJ  Trainer  for  Book  Systems. 


McKinney.  Texas 
Regional  Manager 
Kapco  Book  Protection 


Denham  Springs.  La. 

Library  Miriistry  Team  Leader 
Hebron  Baptist  Church 


Natchitoches.  La. 

Library  Ministry  Team  Leader 
First  Baptist  Church 


Corinth,  Miss. 

Library  Mir)istry  Team  Leader 
First  Baptist  Church 


Madison.  Miss. 

Library  Assistant 
First  Baptist  Church 

MOOYMCON 

Mot3He.Ala. 

Library  Ministry  Team  Leader 
Dauphin  Way  Baptist  Church 

MAKTY  WOODALL 

DeatsvHte.  Aia 

Library  Ministry  Team  Leader 
Shoal  Creek  B^ist  Church 


36th  Annual 

Church  Library 
Ministry  Conference 

October  5-6,  2007 
First  Baptist  Church 
Brookhaven,  Miss. 


SPECIAL  GUEST  Dinner  Speaker 
LoH  Copulid.  began  her  writing  career  in  1 982, 
writing  for  the  secular  book  market.  Alter  setmral  *  *  ‘ 
years  of  writing.  Lori  sensed  that  God 
was  caliir>g  her  to  use  her  gift  of  wiit- 
ing  to  horxK  Him.  To  date,  she  has 
more  than  95  books  published.  ' 
■■■bjlMV  Learn  rnore  about  our  author 
from  her  VMeb  site:  - 
www.loricopelarxl.com. 

For  more  info,  corrtact  Judy  Chen.  Communication*;'.. 
Services,  1-800-748- 1 65 1.  601-292-3378.  or  * 
jchendmbcb.org 


1.  Eastwood  Church,  Indisn- 
oU:  June,  witft  average  of 
100;  total  offering  for  the 
Baptist  Childien's  Village, 
$1 59.65;  Billy  R.  Thomas, 
pMtor;  Rud\  Bowlin,  VBS 
director. 

2.  Ncwhebron  Church,  New 
Hebron:  Shown  are  the 
participants. 

3.  Faiivicw  Church,  Indian- 
ola:  8)K>wn  are  children  at 
their  final  session. 

4.  Montoomery  Church,  Lin* 
coin  umnt^  June  18-22; 


5.  Faith  Church,  West  Point: 
average  attendaiKe  146  and 
15  professions  of  faith. 

6.  Carrollton  Church, 

Carrollton:  June  18-22; 
average  attendance  65  with 
30  workers. 

7.  Concord  Church,  Bruce: 
July  16-20;  average  atten¬ 
dance,  75;  81  enrolled;  $293 
collected  for  Annie  Arm¬ 
strong  Easter  Offering. 


5.  FiMh  Church,  Point 


Regional  Bible  Drill  Clinics 


-  ^ 


^  V  r' 


3.  Fahview  Church,  Indlanola 


Is  Your  Vun  Safe'^  Sctid  for  a  FREE  CD' 


These  clinics  are  for  teachers  & 
adult  workers  with  Bible  Buddies, 
Children's  Bible  Drill,  Youth  Bible 
Drill  &  Youth  Speakers  Tournament. 

Children's  Bible  Drill 

•  Main  emphasis  on  introducing 
children's  Bible  drill  for  grades  4-6 

•  An  overview  of  Bible  Skills,  Drills,  & 
Thrills  discipleship  curriculum  for 
children. 

•  An  introduction  to  Bible  Buddies  for 
all  1st  through  3rd  graders. 

Youth  Bible  DriU 

•  Primary  emphasis  on  introducing 
Youth  Bible  Drill  for  grades  7-12. 

•  Announcing  &  explaining  the  return 
of  Quick  Drills. 

•  An  introduction  to  Youth  Speakers 
Tournament  for  Grades  10-12. 

•  Explanation  of  scholarships. 


Ihpdo,  FinI  Bftpdtt 
September  10, 2007, 6:90  -  SHX) 
Youth  Leader  Steve  Jackson* 
Children's  Leaden;  Don  Hicks* 

Jackson,  Hilloest  Baptist,  Byiam 
September  11, 2007, 6:90  -  8c00  pjn. 
Youth  Leader  Steve  Jackson*, 
Children's  Leader,  Don  Hkks* 

Lucedale,  FIsst  Baptist 
September  19, 2007, 6c90  -  8e00  pjM. 
Youth  Leader  Curt  Lyles*, 
Odldien's  Leadei;  Don  Hkks* 


*  Curt  Ljfles  is  the  Youth  Minister  at  Cross  Gates 
Baptist  Church,  Brandon,  MS 

*  Don  Hicks  is  the  Preschool/Children/Bible  Drill 
Consultant  for  MBCB 

*  Stme  Jackson  is  the  pastor  cffMcLaurin  Heights 
Baptist  Church,  Pearl,  MS 


China  potential  positive,  risky 

BEQING,  China  (BP)  —  Tan  thousand  Chinaaa  baoooM 
Christiana  aa^  day,  and  hy  mid-oantuiy  d«a  Paopla's 
Rapublic  of  China  may  ba  homa  to  tha  world's  largast  con¬ 
centration  of  Christians  —  a  proapact  that  holds  sarious 
politicai  implicatians  for  tha  emire  worid. 

The  World  Christian  Database  at  Gordon-Conwall 
Theological  Seminanr  estimates  tha  number  of  Chinese 
Ou^tians  at  111  million  —  an  incrsase  of  approxinuMaty 
4,300%  in  the  past  50  years. 

As  China's  economic  and  political  influanoe  grows,  the 
current  growdi  of  Qiristianity,  Islam,  and  odwr  religions  in 
die  country  could  significantly  affect  tha  role  it  pla)fs  in  the 
global  balance  of  power;  says  John  Allan,  a  corre^xmdent 
m  the  National  Catholic  Rraortar. 

"How  thingi  diakc  out  rengiously,  thawfote,  is  of  tremen¬ 
dous  strategic  importance,'' Allen  wrote  Aug.  3.  *11  Christianity 
ends  up  at  around  20%  of  the  population,  mr  exanmle,  China 
ooukl  become  an  m^Kxientially  laim  version  of  South  Kona ... 
a  more  democratic  rule^xianted,  oasi  rally  pro-Westsm  sodsW. 

"On  the  other  hand,  if  dynamic  Musflm  movements  essafe 
an  Islamic  cndave  in  die  western  half  of  die  country,  widi  finan¬ 
cial  and  idedogical  tios  to  fundamentalist  Wahhabi  forms  of 
Islam  in  Saudi  Ard>ia,  at  least  thatpart  of  China  could  become 
a  wealthier  and  more  influential  A^hanistan.* 

"If  growing  religious  pluralism  in  Chiiu  becomes  frac¬ 
tious,  It  could  mean  diet  a  well-armed  and  wealthy  super¬ 
power  is  destabilized  by  internal  conflict,  posing  risks  to 
global  peace  and  security." 


Visit  the  Baptist  Record 
online  at  wwtvmbcb.org  BAPTiSTS 


Fvovh  fUe  cl<nssvoovH 

Baptist  Collage  of  Health  Sciences  offers  you 
a  chance  to  earn  a  four-year  degree  in  nursing 
or  health  sciences  while  studying  In  a  Christian 
atmosphere.  The  demand  for  health  care  workers 
keeps  growing,  and  at  the  college  you  can 
study  medical  sonography,  medical  radiography, 
nursing,  respiratory  care,  health  care  manage¬ 
ment,  nuclear  medicine  or  radiation  therapy. 

ElBAPTIST  COLLEGE 


5AuC<nHo*\  -Pov  ^  Purpose. 

1001  Monroe  Ave.  •  Memphis.  TN  SSKM  •  866-57S-BCHS  •  www.bchsedu 


■tOOKSVItLI  ■AmST  CHUnCH, 

Brooktvilic,  MIm.,  is  SMkirrg  a  bi-«oca- 
tional  mutk  director.  Sertd  resumes  to 
lanicc  Kesicr,  musk  chairman,  2922 
Fire  Tower  Rd.,  Crawford,  MS  39743. 
MT.  MOMAH  tAPTm  CHUKN,  is 
seeking  somaone  to  lead  cortgiegatkm- 
al  singirtg,  and  to  direct  our  choir  dur¬ 
ing  carttata  musicals.  If  irtterested, 
please  send  your  up-to-date  resume, 
along  with  refererKes,  to  814  Marwood 
Loop  $E,  Bogue  ChMto,  MS  39629.  If 
you  have  queUions,  call  pastor  Rev. 
Danny  Moss  at  (601 )  833-8658. 
PUIL-TIME  MIWCTI  OF  VOUTH/ 
MUSIC.  IWkview  Baptist  Church, 
CreanviNc,  MS  a  seeking  a  full-time  miiv 
isiar  of  youth  andtor  musk.  Please  tend 
resume'  to  tWsonnel  Commiase,  712 
McANislsr  Sdeat,  CreanyWe,  MS  38701 
or  eti^  to  parhvim>pebelliouth.net 
HidfiORV  MDCi  Mrmr'CHUBCH, 
Flurstoce,  Miss.,  k  seeking  a  br-vucatiurv 
al  mirtislor  of  musk.  Aysrage  church 
attendance  150.  Please  send  resume  to 
search  committee,  1857  Florence  Byram 
Rd.,  Florence,  MS  39073.  Or  email  to 
resumeUhlckoryridgebaptlst.org. 
rnHtfB  Pudanti  welcome  to  apply. 


PUU-TIME  PAS10*  NROH>:  SfND 

resumes  to  Baptist  lemple,  attn:  Hertry 
Masson,  4200  South  Macarthur  Drive, 

Al««»idria^U  71302. _ 

MAR  HNl  BAPTIST  OtUBOl,  s^- 
ing  a  kill-time  associate  pastor  of  musk 
and  worship  ministries.  Please  nuill  all 
resumes  to  Briar  Hill  Baptist  Church, 
P.O.  Bok  129,  Florence,  MS  39073,  attn; 
musk  tearch  commltlee  by  8/27A)7. 
ABKABUTIA  BAPTIST  CHURCH  in 
northwest  Mississippi  is  accepting 
resumes  for  a  fuH-  time  pastor.  Interested 
caisdidatei  should  sertd  resumes  to  pastor 
search  commutes  cto,  Ernie  Lentz,  2951 
Bend  Road,  Cokhvaier.  MS  38618. 

PBC  OU3H  IS  SHUNC  a  part-time 
musk  director  to  instruct  choirs  arto 
lead  worship  services.  Please  call  (601 ) 
264-8868  oH  601)  406-6005  or  email 
fbcplohUmagagale.com.  _ 

Riba  HBI  PBC  MSI  MU,  MS  a  seek¬ 
ing  a  bf-voialional  wunhip  leeder/mkia. 
tar  of  musk.  Ploase  send  resumes  to  B<er» 
HMI FBC  PO.  Bok  1  Rom  HW,  MS  39356, 


Or  email  ebmartlnUba)epringUil.net, 
View  webshe:  www.ro^ilMic.org. 
Aelor  Bro.  Eddie  Martin. 


ARE  TOU  LOOKINC  TO  SERVE  In  a 

yourtg  exciting  and  growirtg  chunihf 
County  Line  Baptist  Church  a  seekirtg 
part-time  (for  now)  praise  &  worship 
leader  contemporary  music.  Mail 
Resumes  to  Musk  Search  Committee, 
P.O  Box  576,  Crystal  Springs,  MS 
39059-9715,  pastor  (662  )  312-8564 
(cell)  or  church  (601 )  892-1 151. 
CALVARY  RAPnST  CHURCH,  located 
on  49  south  in  Braxton,  Miss.,  seeking 
a  part-time  minister  of  music.  Sertd 
resumes  to  Calvary  Baptist  Church, 
attn:  music  committee,  P.O.  Box  111, 

Braxton,  MS  39044. _ 

ARE  TOU  LOOKINC  TO  SERVE  in  a 
young  exciting  and  growing  churchf 
County  Line  Baptist  Church  is  seeking 
part-time  (for  now)  youth  pastor.  Mail 
resumes  to  youth  pastor  search  com- 
mittae,  P.O.  Box  576,  Cryatal  Springs, 
MS  39059-9715  or  call  pastorT  call 
numbrrr  (662)  312-6564  or  church 

(601)692-1151. _ 

MT.  ZION  BAPTIfT  CHURCH, 
kidapendettca,  Miss.,  seeks  a  part-time 
youdi  mlnlsiar.  Pleaaa  submR  reeumei 
to  Ml.  Zion  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
1 55,  Indepandenoe,  MS  JB636. 


Bible  Stud^s  for  Life 

When  Society  Abandons  Godly  Ways 

2  Kii^  22:1-5;  25:2-4, 24, 26-27 


By  L—w  L»atiiciB 


On  die  National  I>ay  of 
Prayer  (k^y  3,  2007)  Dr.  John 
NfMAidiiir  acMike  at  WoMfanan 
Vwtjr  Chapd  in  Colorado 
Sptle^  Colorado.  He  began  his 
sermon  by  asking  this  miestion: 
Has  God  abandoned  America? 
Alter  a  long  Muse  he  replied, 
Tm  oonvinM  in  the  same  way 
God  abandoned  Israel,  God  has 
abandoned  America."  There 
was  an  amazing  silence  in  the 
audience;  you  could  tell  the  peo¬ 
ple  were  waitiiu  to  hear  his  rea¬ 
sons  why  he  befieved  it  to  be  so. 
He  preaawd  from  Romans  1:18- 
32  and  addressed  the  five 
wradu  of  God.  They  are: 
Eternal,  Eschatological, 

Calamitous,  ConsequentiaT  and 
Abandonment.  He  elaborated 
on  the  proeresskm  of  abandon¬ 
ment  whion  is:  "sexual  revolu¬ 
tion,  homosexual  revolution, 
and  finally,  a  depraved  mind." 


When  God  has  had 
enough  —  He  lets  go! 

A  depraved  mind 
means  "to  lead  into  bad 
haUts;  make  morally 
bad;  to  corrupt;  perv^  deci¬ 
sions"  (WAeter's  Dictionary). 
Repeatedly  the  phrase,  "did  evil 
in  the  sight  of  ttw  LORD"  was 
used  to  describe  the  ruters  of 
Judah  — men  who  lead  the 
nation  to  worship  idols  and  for¬ 
eign  gods.  For  a  brief  period  of 
time  dungs  changed  when 
josiah  takes  dte  throne.  He  was  a 
king  who  "did  what  was  right  in 
the  sight  of  the  LCMlD.^The 
Lord  placed  within  his  heart  a .. . 

1.  Desire  for  Ri^teouaaess 
(2  Kings  22:1-5) 

At  me  age  of  sixteen,  Josiah 
began  to  "seek  the  God  of  his 
famer  David"  (2  Chron.  34:3). 
He  sou^t  dte  Lord  for  four 
years  all  the  while  the  Lord  was 
preparing  him  for  action.  Then 


he  began  to  "purge 
Judah  and  Jeiuaatem  of 
the  hi^  puces"  which 
had  grown  exponcntial- 
W  during  the  reign  of 
iisnassen  and  Amort  h 
was  also  durit«g  this 
time  dwt  the  wm  on 
die  Iten^  ceased.  The 
people  M  iKit  have  a 
place  to  ivor^p  the 
true  and  Uvins  God. 
Theiefoee,  loaian  rein¬ 
stated  the  need  far  me  ooBectian 
of  funds  far  the  teeny's  repairs 
and  restoration.  While  oversee- 
the  work  »BdaK  the  high 
informs  Shaphan,  me 
s  scribe,  "I  have  found  the 
of  the  Law  in  the  house  of 
the  LORD"  (v  B). 

The  Book  of  the  Law  may  very 
well  have  been  the  PentateucK 
foe  first  five  books  of  the  Bfale. 

Some  believe  Shaphan  mav 
have  read  Deuteronomy  28-30, 
the  renewal  of  the  national 
covenant  as  well  as  foe  bless¬ 
ings  and  cursings  of  obedieiKe. 

2.  Elevate  God's  Word  (2 
Kings  23:2-3) 

Take  a  moment  to  read  all  of 
chapter  22;  notice  the  people 
who  read  the  Book  of  the  Law. 


God's  Word  nevsr  selurm  void 
(hteifo  4(fcS)  and  it  win  trans¬ 
form  a  person's  life  (2  Ibn.  3:16- 
17).  When  Josiah  heard  and  seed 
the  Book  of  the  Law  he  "made  a 
covenant  before  the  LORD,  to 
follow  the  LORD  and  to  keep 
His  commandments  arul  His  tes- 
timonrcrc  and  His  atstutec,  with 
aO  his  heart  and  all  his  souL  to 
perform  the  words  of  this 
covenant  that  were  wrRten  in 
this  book"  (v.  3, 25;  Deut  6e4^). 

Josiah  hrunbles  himaelf  before 
God  because  he  lecograaed  the 
life-changing  truth  of  God's 
Word.  Following  his  example 
"the  people  took  a  stand  for  me 
covenant."  When  «ve  take  a 
stand  to  honor  God's  Word  oth¬ 
ers  will  follow.  Josiah  did  not  ele¬ 
vate  himself  but  humbled  him¬ 
self  to  obey  God's  Word. 

3.  Work  for  Change  (2  Kings 
23.-4,24) 

Immediately  the  king  takes 
action.  He  begins  by  command- 
iiw  the  temple  to  be  cleansed  of 
all  articles  which  were  made 
for  Baal  and  has  foem  burned. 
The  rest  of  the  chapter  shows 
how  he  went  from  area  to  area 
removing  the  high  places  and 
putting  away  "all  the  abomina¬ 


tions  that  were  assn  in  the  land 
of  Judah  and  in  Jerusalem"  (v. 
24).  Change  requires  acting 
upon  God's  Word! 

4.  Raaliae  Judgnseut  May 
SliU  Come  a  Kh«r  25:26-27) 

Even  thoush  Josiah  sought 
foe  Lord  and  his  righteousness 
Judah  would  still  face  Judgrnent 
"because  of  aU  the  provocations 
with  %vhich  Manaaseh  had  pro¬ 
voked  Him."  The  four  kmm 
«vho  succeeded  Josiah  undid  dl 
the  good  he  had  done  and  foe 
lution  feU  into  the  hands  of  the 
Babylonians  exactly  as  God  had 
warned  foe  people.  (Notice  the 
word  'wrafo*^22:13, 17;  23:26). 

How  can  you  nuke  a  di^- 
eiKe  in  an  ungodly  society?  Dr. 
MacArthur  concluded  by  stat¬ 
ing:  "the  heart  of  God  resonates 
from  Psalm  81:11-16,  notice 
verse  13:  'Oh,  that  My  people 
would  listen  to  Me,  that  IsiWl 
would  walk  in  My  ways!'"  Jesus 
prayed,  "Sancti^  them  by  foe 
trum.  Your  word  is  truth"  (John 
17:17).  God  speaks  truth  thrw^ 
His  Word.  Are  you  listening? 
Then  walk  in  His  ways! 

Leathers  is  a  member  of  First 
Church.  Durant. 


t  His  people  not  just  a  ness.  They  have  decided  to 
be  obeyed.  The  blessings  take  up  the  practices  of  the 
come  to  us  based  on  t&  world.  In  verses  16-18  we  see 
of  foe  tithe,  but  foe  giv-  the  God-fearers  who  highly 
the  tithe  is  an  act  of  wor-  regard  the  Lord's  name.  1Wy 
ksed  on  the  blessings  of  have  captured  the  attention  of 
The  emphasis  here  is  the  Lora.  The  word  fear  in  this 
on  walkirw  in  obedience  passage  suggests  reverence  or 
le  Lord  rau^  foan  on  the  awe.  It  is  not  a  fear  of  foe  Judg- 

in«it  of  God,  but  a  respect  for 
sem  of  God.  These  faith- 
pie  refuse  to  be  moved 
argument  of  the  cynics 
„  -I-jpen  their  fel¬ 
lowship  with  eacn  other  and  to 
reassure  themselves  of  God's 
all  foe  tithes  are  accumulated  justice.  Malachi  suegests  that 
and  used  to  advatwe  common  their  names  are  to  M  written 
ministry  causes.  We  can  only  down  in  God's  book  of  remem¬ 
brance.  As  God's  special  trea¬ 
sure,  the  faithful  will  be  spared 
Igment  which  will  fall 
on  the  ungodly. 

God  especially  treasures 
III.  Worship  with  Fear,  those  who  fear  Him  and  will  be 

compassionate  to  them  on  the 
Verses  13-18  give  us  a  day  of  His  a>ming.  We  can  wor- 
glimpse  of  two  different  ship  the  Lord  appropriately 
groups  of  people.  In  verses  13-  when  we  come  before  Him 
15  we  see  the  cynics  who  have  with  Godly  reverence, 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
is  useless  to  serve  God.  They 
see  the  wicked  around  them 
prospering  and  seemingly  get¬ 
ting  away  with  their  wicked- 


Explore  the  Bible 

Worship  Appropriately 

Malachi  3:1-5,  8-10, 16-18 


#ri^teousness.  No 
kmaer  will  God's  peo¬ 
ple  tc  able  to  attempt  ^ 

to  worship  Him  with  God  challenges  believers  to  foe 
Igers  unclean  naruls  and  practice  storehouse  tithing,  ful 

hearts.  Christ  will  be  which  will  lead  to  God's  abun-  by  _ 
like  a  refiner's  fire  and  like  dant  Messmgs  on  the  tither.  The  and  seek''to  dee] 
cleansmg  lye.  It  is  an  indication  storehouse  relates  directly  to 
that  foe  Lord  will  seiKi  Christ  to  the  (fourch.  It  is  the  place  where 
purify  His  people,  and  th^  will 
once  again  woi^ip  Him  in 
righteousiress.  This  is  the  pre- 

inuninent  qualification  for  wor-  worship  the  Lord  appropriately 
ship.  We  must  come  before  the  when  we  place  foe  tithe  in  foe 
Lord  in  righteousness.  We  can  storehouse  to  advance  foe  work  the 
only  worship  the  Lord  appro-  of  His  church 
priately  when  our  relation^ps 
wifo  the  Lord  and  each  other  are 
characterized  by  righteousness.  Malachi  3:16-18 


divisive  and  distressing  issue,  however,  no  style  of  worfoip  is 
Members  are  pulling  out  appropriate  when  people's 
and/or  .  stayiitg  away  from  hearts  are  not  ri^t  with  God. 

(fandtes  In  droves.  'Thu  is  sad  When  we  discuss  appropriate 
forDieduH^  for  foe  communi-  worship,  just  exactly  what  are 
ty  and  especially  for  the  un-  we  talking  about?  Malachi 
OHirdied.  And  to  top  it  off,  there  addresses  appropriate  worship 
is  sufodent  evidence  to  indicate  in  Chapter  3. 
that  God  can  and  has  worked  in 

variety  of  1.  Worship  wifo  Righteous¬ 
ness,  Malacni  3:1-5 

These  verses  are  prophetic  of  ing  that  Cjod  has  estaoiisneci  tor 
the  coming  of  John  the  Bapfot,  believers  in  their  stewardship  of 
my  messenger,  and  foe  coming  possessions.  It  is  God's  expecta- 


the  past  through  a  ' 
styles  of  worship.  God  seems  to 
show  up  where  He  is  the  central 
focus  no  matter  what  instru¬ 
ments  are  used  or  what  type 

r  Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 

• :  vi 

■  The  Baptist  Record  »  pleased  to  publish  . 

news  ana  photographs  of  special  events 

Ihet  take  place  in  oodperatir^  churches  of  ] 

the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  sifomitted  for  publication  in  The  ^ 

Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  tyf^  & 

wrill^  (b)  needy  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
1 1-inch  jpapei;  or  fc)  neatly  prin^  w 
standermzM  forms  provided  by  the 
newspaper.  All  articles  must  be  received 

in  wridni;  no  articles  will  be  accepted  no  text  attachn^  will  be 
over  the  telephone.  Photograph  altechm^  are  p« 

; .  Ktewe  rn^  be  submitted  electronically  Please  make  armies  conen 


Rodgers  is  Associational 
Missions  Director  for  jackson 
Association  and  a  member  of  First 
Church.  Gautier. 


printouts  be 
otos  may 

.  i  file  via  Bn 
with  a  contact  person^  eNher  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three -arid-a-half  tech  M! 
phone  number.  Hoppy  <li>k,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  mat  be  E-r 
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DTFOF  BSAXFZ  ZST  FMHT 
LTFZTAUML.  MKU  ZIUML. 
MKU  QA  TWTA. 

STYATNF  ZSXAZTTK:  TXRSZ 
Clue: «  -  C 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  BMe  knaudedge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
dtroughout  the  puzile.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  weeks 
puzile:  First  f^ter  One:  Twenty  Five. 


N 


I.QM 


1.  IKe  GAt 


at  Camp  Ganvwa,  Cinian. 
SKcnwn  M  MHen  HamM, 
Kackigh  Kfahaffey.  feme* 
T^jfnt.  Olivia  Lampkin, 
iMwinf  Matthews,  Kay 
nneefl,  Brittany  Tagert  and 
Autumn  Ca^ 


diar  Bible  driDecs. 
Shown  aae  Sam  Widoer  and 
Anna  Wickec  New  Zion;  and 
Anwnda  Wicker  and  Kayla 
Emfinget  Calvaiy. 


3.  Central 
Chnrck, 
BnaoL  lec' 


retaiy  Ann 
Bates  for  19 
years  of  ser¬ 
vice  to  the 
church. 
Bales  died 
hilylSaftera 
lengthy  ill- 


~1\  ^ 


4.  Frith  QMRh,  Hkko^  Hat, 
held  a  deacon  ordamtian  ser¬ 
vice  for  Chaae  MaseengiU 
Aug.  5.  Shown  are  El^ 
Thompeon,  Jimmy  Davis, 
paator  John  Bok,  MaaeengiB, 
and  Elfe  Perkins. 

5.  The  children  of  Paakview 
Chnach,  Lelmid.  are  shown 
with  pennies  ooUecled  for 


the  Memorial  to  the 
Miaaing  in  Jadcaon.  This  is 
^  fourtih  collection  the 
duarch  has  made.  Shown 
are  Arlairna  Brackeen, 
l^pp  ftraoceen,  Mkhaela 
Fontana,  Laura  Hunei;  and 
Aiudee  Bradceen.  Dotuiie 
Martm,  pastor. 

6.  Heaven's  Journey  of  First 
Church,  Byiam,  performed 
a  concert  of  go^ari  musk  at 
Rum  MatKir  in  RaymoiKl. 
Shown  are  Carl  FfoUii^ 
worth,  Wayne  Leadr,  Mmni 
Leach,  [Xrima  Lyon,  and 
Katherine  E)edeaux. 

7.  Eaatabvchie  Chuidi,  Eaat- 
abnddCL  will  host  Ronnie 
Cottingjuun  in  coiKert 
Sept  2. 11  a.m. 

8.  Victory  Chordi,  Baasrieldi, 
will  host  the  Hosaiuis  in 
cofKxrt  Aug.  26,  6  p.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  frilow^p. 

9.  Teny's  Creek  Church,  Pike 
Coenrty,  recently  h<^red 
Cadteriiw  Brown  for  40 
years  as  church  secretary. 
Memcmes,  thardcs,  a  'This 
is  Your  Life"  video,  an 
er^raved  cfock,  and  a  love 
ofrering  were  all  shared 
widi  her. 

10.  Suruiae  Church,  Leake 
County,  ordained  Doug 
Powers  as  deacon  Aug.  5. 
Shown  are  Powers  and  pas¬ 
tor  Elavid  Addy. 


4.  Deacon  Ordhwhoa,  Friii  Gharoh,  Hidniy  Rri 


5.  Penny  CoBecHon,  Pukview  Chind^Lriend 


4i 


